NEWSLETTER

We are Expanding
Training Offerings
Expand/Refine your skills
with Specialty courses
Click here

Cool PodCasts
Want to have HD video
delivered to your computer

once a month?

Click here

News from Tug
Checkout the stories and
tales from our very own

“Unknown Dwer”

Click here

Calendar

Don’t muss all the
happening at Blue Ocean
Duwers

Click here

WELCOME TO OUR FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER

Are you tired of the cold yet? I know I sure am! Well we’re off to Curacao in less than 2
weeks with a very big crew! We have 4 families that are bringing 3 generations of the families on
this trip. Of the 4 families with 3 generations we’ll have 2 of them with 3 generations of divers!
This 1s going to be quite the family vacation trip. We’ll have guests with us as young as 2 months

and as old as 80 years and every age in between. What a trip this will be!

I'll have lot’s of pictures and videos to share so stay tuned to see all of the fun you could have

been a part of.

Happy Diving,

Mach10 Mike
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News from the Dive Center

Special offer for new divers from Neptune Pilot

Really good PodCast

Have you joined the growing group of PodCast’ers yet? Do you like watching short videos of you favorite
pastime - scuba diving? Go to iTunes and subscribe to DiveFilm HD Video. This is a free podcast with lots of
BEAUTIFUL underwater footage. After watching a couple of these short videos I realized just how little I've seen
underwater.

Not into the 1Tunes thing?? Go to http://divefilm.com/dive films/indexbd12.html# and you can download the
videos in various formats to match your internet connection speed. Check it out! You will be amazed!

Truk Lagoon Presentation

If you missed our free presentation on Truk Lagoon you missed a fun and educational experience. Tom R. &
Kurt H. had pictures, videos and slide shows. We had some special research presented my Mike R. On what aircraft
were actually left in the cargo hold of some of the wrecks. Watch for our next presentation opportunity.

Scuba Challenge

Has it been to long? Are you ready to get wet? Our Scuba Challenge is answer! Our second Scuba Challenge
will be a buoyancy challenge. Can you swim through a cube underwater? Can you hover? Can you do nice tall fin
pivots? Come and see how you compare with your fellow divers and compete for a new SMB to make sure you are
always buoyant on the surface!

Sign-up includes all the fun at the pool and a tank of air. Need gear? No worries Blue Ocean Divers can rent
you the gear for the night for a very special price. Stop in today and sign-up today!

Trivia Contest

Everyone needs mask defog. So the Trivia winner will get their choice of 1 bottle of in
stock mask defog. We still are having a few good entries come through without a name or
eMail address. Don’t forget to fill in your name, we can’t pull your name out of the old
dive hood if you don’t include it!

Well, the names are in the old dive hood and the name is... Paul Cushing. So Paul, come
on in to Blue Ocean Divers and a bottle mask defog.

How’s your supply of mask defog? Go to our website and answer the 2 Trivia questions.
Upon submittal you will be told if you found the correct answers to the questions. Your
chances in the drawing will be based on the number of questions you answered correctly.
If you answer both questions correctly you will have 2 chances in the drawing. If you
answer only one correctly you will get one chance in the drawing. Good Luck to one and all.

Educational Opportunities
Specialty of the Month

Want to keep your dive skills current? Do you want to learn more about our wonderful sport to better enjoy it?
Blue Ocean Divers is taking a page from PADI and will be offering a Specialty of the month this year. we will do our
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best to match the PADI specialty each month. We will have to make minor concessions for our very “dive friendly”
weather here in the northeast.

Our February Specialty will be Emergency First Responder (EFR). Plan now to join us on February 7% from 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. and learn how you can be a true live saver. When you take your EFR training you will learn basic first
aid, CPR, rescue breathing and AED use. This is a great course for all divers and non-divers alike.

PADI Open Water Diver

Do you have a friend that you would like to see as your new dive buddy? Are they getting cabin fever already?
Are they looking for something that will get them thinking warm sunny thoughts? Enroll them now in our next PADI
Open Water Diver course starting March 8™,

Our is February class is running and the March class is filling. Enroll them today in our PADI Open Water diver
course starting Sunday, March 8th before it is completely filled.

We are Expanding our Training Program

This winter we will be having a Scuba Challenge that will introduce you to the DARK SIDE or Technical diving, We
will have sets of doubles and rebreathers for you to try. This is a future Scuba Challenge so stay tuned for the dates
and details.

We are also launching some basic Technical Diving classes where you can see what Technical diving is all about
and if it is for you. We will be offering 3 Technical courses, each builds on the predecessor.

Intro to Tech: Here you will further refine your recreation skills by doing multiple skills simultaneously. This is
a 2 day course that any Advanced Open Water Diver will benefit from. The course starts with a classroom
component covering Physics, Equipment considerations, Dive planning and procedures. You will do 3 dives with the
instructor. These dives will have you practicing the Open Water skills you have already learned but doing 2 of them
simultaneously. In additional you will be introduced to the proper way to deploy a Surface Marker Buoy (SMB) from
depth and you will learn new kicking techniques. This course is conducted at depths not to exceed 75 feet on any of
the 3 dives. You must be an Advanced Open Water to participate in the course.

Advanced Nitrox: This class takes your PADI Enriched Air certification to 100% oxygen. This course will
introduce you to the benefits of higher than recreation EAN when decompression diving This course may be
combined with Decompression Procedures. You need to be a basic Nitrox diver or have your PADI Enriched Air
certification. You will also need to have access to a pony bottle or side-mount (these can be rented).

Decompression Procedures: Here you will learn the theory, methods and procedures for staged
decompression diving. With this course you will extend your maximum depth from the recreational limit of 130 feet
to 150 feet. The course will cover the risks and hazards of diving to these depths along with the equipment necessary
to minimize those risks. This course has a classroom component and when combined with Advanced Nitrox, 6 dives
of progressive depth not to exceed 150 feet will be conducted with your instructor.

Intro to Tech is a great course to help you take your recreational dive skills to the next level. Advanced Nitrox
and Decompression Procedures are not for everyone. But if you are starting to think, “been there seen that” maybe
these courses are an opportunity for you to recharge your drive to dive.

The Unknown Diver

Hello Divers,

Opver the last year or so, on occasion I have "helped" a close family member build a new house. I say "helped"
because other than limited lifting, handing up tools, and holding down flooring, I was about useless. An assessment of
my construction skills equates very closely to being dumber than a 2X4. My associate on the other hand was
amazing. Their ability to read blue prints, measure and install lumber, shingles, sheet rock, electrical services,
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plumbing access's and a host of other things was amazing. I can remember that during this contractor's formative
years, they were another completely different critter. Helping them with their high school homework was not unlike
assisting Zippy the Chimp through a reading comprehension exercise. I can not help but wonder what epiphany took
place to allow this transformation. Upon further review I think I understand. There was a passion for the endeavor.
Coupled with that, training and practice developed the skills required to do a perfect job. As always eventually this
will relate to SGCUBA Diving

As new Open Water Divers we posses basic skills and proficiencies. I am confident if you received your initial
training from Blue Ocean Divers you are a better diver than I am a "house builder helper". If you want to be a
Master of the sport, remember this as you go forward. Passion (you supply that); Practice and training, (Blue Ocean
Divers will supply that). The Perfection will come.

Learn More, Learn More often.... (but never dive over your head)

"The Unknown Diver"

Travel

St. Lawrence River

The trips to the “River” for 2008 are over. Did you explore the local historical
diving the St. Lawrence River has to offer? Did you grow your dive skills by
earning your PADI AOW while diving in the “River”? We were able to
introduce many of you to the natural wonders and relaxation the St. Lawrence
River has to offer. If you missed the fun we shared in 2008, plan now to join us
in 2009.

Our trips in 2009 will be with Abucs Scuba doing three boat dives on Saturday;,

two boat dives on Sunday, lunch on Saturday and lodging Saturday night. You

will be responsible for providing all of your own dive equipment including
weights and three tanks. We will get air fills in Canada for Sunday. Of course, if
your dive locker is a little lacking, Blue Ocean Divers can provide any equipment you are missing or a complete
weekend package. The calendar has all of the dates so mark your calendar NOW and don’t miss a minute of the
fun! The best fresh water dive destination in the USA is the St. Lawrence River, right here in our own backyard!
Come and dive the St. Lawrence River.

Links to St. Lawrence Dive Site Information

Gas prices are coming down. Are you thinking about getting back on the road and diving local dive sites this
summer? Do you know that we have one of the best fresh water dive destinations right here in our own backyard?
It’s the St. Lawrence River! Do you want to know more about the dive sites we dive every summer? Check out
http://www.saveontarioshipwrecks.on.ca/News/Shipwreck articles.html and see what there is to explore in the St.
Lawrence River! Watch our calendar for our next trip will with ABUCS Scuba in Brockville Canada.

Warm-water Dive Trips

Sunset Waters in Curacao

If you missed out on our 2008 Sunset Waters, Curacao and you didn’t signed up for our February 2009 trip; you
missed out again. Stay tuned to hear all about this very family oriented trip. We have at 4 families on this trip with 3
generations in attendance. The family trip of a lifetime.

AquaCat Live-Aboard
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All spots sold!

We dive the Bahama waters of the Exumas from May 27 through May 9" 2009 aboard the Aqua Cat
liveaboard. The Aqua Catis a 102’ catamaran making this boat very calm and stable.

The Aqua Cat offers a leisurely liveaboard scuba diving and snorkeling adventure cruising from Nassau,
Bahamas to the remote islands of the Exumas, and especially the Exuma Cays Land and Sea Park, the most pristine
area in all the Bahamas. Imagine sinking your toes into sugar sand, diving among the lemon sharks and sting rays, or
hiking the trails of pirates and bootleggers of years gone by. No crowds, no set itineraries, nothing to do but sit back,
relax and choose from an incredible variety of liveaboard activities including scuba diving, snorkeling, kayaking,
fishing, sunbathing, and island exploring. Photographers will find underwater life in the Exumas some of the most
prolific and varied of any coral reef in the world. Aqua Cat enables you to scuba dive remote walls, wrecks, and
coral reefs with sharks.

Our Aqua Cat adventure will include painted walls, friendly grouper, thrilling shark encounters, drift dives and
mysterious blue holes. We won’t miss out on the shark feed dive usually offered during our scuba diving liveaboard
adventure vacation. You will experience truly virgin diving in the Exumas. For over 30 years, much of the northern
Exumas has been a National Underwater Park. The park contains miles and miles of undersea gardens and reefs
perfect for snorkeling with gin clear waters and lots of fish.

August Trip

We are moving our August trip to the first week of the month. We are going.... but where. We looking hard at
destinations in Mexico, Honduras and the Virgin Islands for this trip.

Calendar

Date Activity
January 1% Happy New Year! Blue Ocean Divers will be closed
January 13" Dive Master class starts
January 16 Scuba Challenge - Games at the West Family YMCA
January 171 PADI Equipment Specialty 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
January 2314 Truk Chat
February 1% PADI Open Water Diver
February 7t Emergency First Response
February 14 - 215t Sunset Waters, Curacao (Full)
May 2nd - 9th AquaCat Live-aboard, Bahamas (Full)
August 15t - 8t Not Florida - Watch this space!!!

Store Hours

Monday — Friday Noon until 8:00 p.m.
Saturday 9:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m.
Sunday Closed
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